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Participants at Training of Trainers workshop (InEd, 2025)



The need for teacher professional development

• Mass displacement causes 
shortages of trained teachers

• Newly recruited teachers need 
professional development

• Teachers face complex 
pedagogical challenges while 
teaching conflict-affected children 

• Teachers desire recognised 
qualifications

A classroom in a Karenni refugee camp. Image by Inclusive Education Foundation (InEd), 2024



CoMOOC:
Co-designed Massive Open Online Collaboration

Co-designed 
with 

professionals

Designed for 
social and 

collaborative 
learning



Co-designed for the Thai-Myanmar border setting 
and a global audience

Co-design workshop in Mae Sot. Images by Gabi Witthaus, CC BY



CoMOOC content – topics relevant to 
teachers in contexts of conflict and crisis



Designed for multiple modalities

Classroom in a Migrant Learning Centre. 

Gabi Witthaus CC BY

Learning under the trees. 

InEd, 2024

CoMOOC 1 on FutureLearn



FutureLearn: 1,004 participants from 103 countries 

Number of

participants



Our co-design approach



A participatory research approach
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Preparing participants for international recognition, 
e.g. PGCE

https://www.london.ac.uk/study/courses/undergraduate/pgce-teacher-development








CoMOOCs for Transformation Blog

tinyurl.com/blog-comoocs 

https://tinyurl.com/blog-comoocs
https://tinyurl.com/blog-comoocs
https://tinyurl.com/blog-comoocs


Links to research publications
• Collaborative co‐design in action: Reimagining teacher 

professional development for crisis‐affected contexts 
(2026)

• Pedagogical Approaches to Teacher Professional 
Development in Contexts of Mass Displacement: An 
Agenda for Research and Practice (2025)

• Online Learning Futures: An Evidence-Based Vision for 
Global Professional Collaboration on Sustainability (2025)

• The CoMOOC Model for Global Professional 
Collaboration on Sustainability (2023)

• Hybrid higher education innovation for Syrian refugee 
learners: Reflections on an embedded community-based 
research CoMOOC (2023)

• Creating value from co-designing CoMOOCs with 
teachers in challenging environment (2022)

• Professional Learning Analytics: Understanding complex 
learning processes through measurement, collection, 
analysis, and reporting of MOOC data (2022)

• Get Interactive: The Value of a MOOC for Continuing 
Professional Learning and Development (2022)

• An activity-based costing approach to planning digital 
learning in the Global South (2020)

• MOOCs and professional development: the global 
potential of online collaboration (2020)

• Educators for Change: Supporting the Transformative 
Role of Teachers in Contexts of Mass Displacement 
(2020)

• A Co-designed Blended Approach for Teacher 
Professional Development in Contexts of Mass 
Displacement (2019)

• Value Creation Framework to Assess MOOC-based 
Learning (2019)

• The potential of MOOCs for large-scale teacher 
professional development in contexts of mass 
displacement (2019)

• Using technology to develop teachers as designers of 
TEL: Evaluating the learning designer (2018)

• The potential of MOOCs for learning at scale in the 
Global South (2017)
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Contact:

Gabi Witthaus: g.witthaus@ucl.ac.uk

Sam San: sam@inedfoundation.org 

mailto:g.witthaus@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:sam@inedfoundation.org
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